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COMPANY DETAILS

Company name: Sienna Cancer Diagnostics Ltd
Key contact name: Matthew Hoskin
Job title of key contact: Chief Operating Officer

Company website address: www.siennadiagnostics.com.au

Company address: c/o Small Technologies Cluster, 1 Dalmore Drive, Scoresby VIC 3179

The company is Unlisted.

ABOUT THE COMPANY

Sienna is a biotechnology company based in Melbourne, Australia. With the help of their large
global clinical networks, Sienna is able to drive the discovery and development of novel IVD (in vitro
diagnostic) tests for cancer. Sienna manufactures individual component products for research
institutions and pathology laboratories to use in research or in their own laboratory developed tests.


http://www.siennadiagnostics.com.au/

Sienna’s experienced and diverse team is responsible for the launch of their first product in 2014 in
the USA, the anti-hTERT antibody (SCD-A7).

Sienna plans to commercialise their technology globally, with the major markets of the Americas,
Europe and the Asia Pacific region all key targets. A combination of direct sales & support personnel,
along with distribution partner arrangements will be utilised within the various countries.

KEY OR LEAD TECHNOLOGY

Sienna’s technology platform is based on the biomarker called telomerase, and the hTERT protein by
which it can be detected.

The hTERT protein forms part of the protein complex of human telomerase. Telomerase is in part
responsible for telomere maintenance and regarded as an important mechanism by which tumour
cells evade senescence, which in most cases is achieved by up-regulating telomerase. Telomerase is
reported as being up-regulated in ~90% of human epithelial cancer cells, thus being recognised as a
remarkable marker for cancer. Telomerase was the subject of the 2009 Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine for a group of scientists including Elizabeth Blackburn.

Harnessing this important and unique biomarker for the purpose of cancer diagnosis is a world first.
Sienna has begun sales of their FDA-registered Analyte Specific Reagent for the detection of
telomerase. Leading pathology laboratories in the USA are performing their own diagnostic tests for
bladder cancer using Sienna’s reagent. These tests have been shown to improve the sensitivity of
low grade bladder cancer detection as well as reduce the frequency of indeterminate findings for
standard urine cytology. Further tests for the detection of other cancers in a wide range of sample
types are expected to follow.

Category

Diagnostics: Diagnostics oncology

Point of development of key or lead technology

Product on the market

OPPORTUNITIES SOUGHT

Investment partners, distributors, in-licensing opportunities.



